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Item Mean SD1 Variance 

    
 
Question A.1 

   

SI raises the topic of the usefulness of academic research for society. 3,372 2,01 4,04 
SI addresses economic revenues stemming from scientific research. 0,22 2,63 6,93 
SI means knowledge transfer from science to society. 3,33 1,96 3,83 
SI refers to the non-academic impact of research, by contrast to the 
academic impact of research. 

2,31 2,52 6,37 

SI refers to all kinds of positive societal changes that are entirely or in 
part generated by research. 

2,09 2,62 6,84 

SI is similar to innovation; the discovery, development and 
implementation of a product, process or service that creates values. 

-0,03 2,55 6,48 

SI means that citizens are being actively involved in research processes. -0,24 2,76 7,60 
SI is a label. Its meaning is interchangeable. 0,16 3,03 9,21 

    
 
Question B.1 

   

Scientific research is to produce knowledge. 4,53 0,96 0,92 
Scientific research is to solve societal problems. 2,62 2,19 4,79 

    
 
Question B.2 

   

Academic research is already broadly involved in solving real-world 
problems. 

1,96 2,05 4,19 

Academic research has to make more tangible contributions to solving 
real-world problems. 

1,59 2,22 4,92 

Politics should demand from science and research more to make 
tangible contributions to society. 

0,45 2,70 7,28 

Science and research have to be made more accountable vis a vis 
taxpayers. 

0,37 2,60 6,78 

Societal impact is a long-term effect of scientific activity on its own. It 
does not need to be steered. 

-0,02 2,55 6,53 

Academic freedom offers the highest prospect for societal impact. 0,61 2,65 7,03 
    

 
Question C.1 

   

Societal impact agendas help science become more effective in 
contributing to societal challenges. 

1,99 1,88 3,52 

Societal impact agendas help science gain more public visibility and 
recognition 

2,52 1,46 2,12 

Societal impact agendas help attribute more funds to science from 
society. 

1,66 1,97 3,87 

Societal impact agendas threaten scientific values. They compromise 
creativity, ingenuity and serendipity. 

-0,69 2,56 6,53 

Societal impact policies (including assessment policies) cause additional 
costs for society and/or research and academia. 

0,27 2,19 4,80 

Additional costs caused by societal impact policies (including 
assessment policies) are acceptable. 

1,99 2,10 4,42 
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Question E.1 

   

Research assessments and regulations (e.g. as part of funding policies) 0,83 2,29 5,24 
Creating incentives for researchers (e.g. research calls with societal 
impact component, e.g. Reward experimenting with unusual research 
formats) 

2,71 1,89 3,57 

Creating an “impact friendly” research environment (e.g. making sure, 
academic careers are not affected negatively; support open access 
publications) 

3,27 1,54 2,37 

Building awareness among researchers and the public (e.g. in higher 
education) 

2,89 1,71 2,94 

Involving societal stakeholders in research 2,62 2,15 4,61 
    

 
Question E.3 

   

Goals of societal impact need to be concrete and definable. 1,36 2,50 6,26 
Goals of societal impact need to be defined in advance. 1,06 2,31 5,35 
Societal impact measures need to be tailored to a specific thematic 
area. 

1,65 2,67 7,12 

Societal impact measures need to address specific societal groups. 1,48 2,34 5,48 
    

 
Question F.1 

   

Qualitative assessment methods 3,34 1,73 3,01 
Quantitative assessments methods 1,81 2,32 5,37 
The assessment method needs to be selected for each case 
individually. 

3,22 2,18 4,74 

Ex-post research assessments 2,37 1,94 3,75 
Ex-ante impact statements 1,31 2,28 5,20 
The time of assessment needs to be selected for each case individually. 2,44 2,69 7,22 

    
 
Question F.3 

   

Quality of research 3,18 1,86 3,45 
Research impact (within the arena of science) 2,42 1,97 3,89 
Output and outcome instead of impact 1,85 2,15 4,63 
Indirect conditions that are likely to promote and support societal 
impact (rather than direct societal impact indicators) 

2,28 1,86 3,47 

Participation of societal stakeholders 2,42 1,95 3,80 
Transmission processes and interaction with society 3,04 1,52 2,32 
Potential relevance and benefits 2,74 1,57 2,45 
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Question F.4 

   

Societal impact takes a long time to develop and show. 2,90 2,35 5,53 
Tracing societal changes to individual research is impossible. 0,43 3,04 9,26 
Societal impact cannot be assessed equally for different disciplines. 2,67 2,52 6,36 
Societal impact can come from basic and applied research. 3,78 1,60 2,56 
Not all research topics are suitable to check societal impact. 1,36 3,21 10,29 
There are specific practical challenges. 2,32 2,05 4,19 

    
 
Question G.1 

   

Before the beginning of research (in assessing research proposals) 2,65 2,51 6,29 
With the beginning of a research project (in shaping research 
questions) 

2,78 1,98 3,91 

During a research project (as interview partners, knowledge resources, 
for finding common solutions) 

3,19 1,49 2,21 

Towards the end of research project (transfer of knowledge and 
implementation of recommendations) 

3,19 2,03 4,13 

After the end of a research project (when evaluating research) 2,66 2,45 6,02 
    

 
Question G.2 

   

directly affected people 3,14 1,74 3,04 
representatives/spokespersons of directly affected groups of people 3,25 1,59 2,52 
professionals 2,82 1,51 2,27 
everyone showing an interest 1,15 2,44 5,95 
journalists 1,07 2,15 4,61 
The selection of stakeholders depends on the field of research. 4,06 1,86 3,45 

    
 
Question G.4 

   

public communication and information (online and print media) 2,34 1,87 3,50 
surveys 2,33 1,99 3,98 
interviews 2,78 1,62 2,63 
as members of an advisory board 2,70 1,95 3,78 
as members of review 1,82 2,10 4,40 
active engagement in research tasks (e.g. data collection; citizen 
science) 

2,38 1,96 3,85 

    
 

 

 

1  Standard Deviation 
2  Highlights: Means ≥ 3; Standard deviation (SD)  ≥ 2,75 and  ≤ 1,5  

   

 


